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and his wife (who has also been presented with clothes) are
seated in a carriage and pair, and so taken In triumph to their
own house. The young wife, whose desire to bear a living
child has been the occasion of the ceremony, walks in the
procession carrying the BJiagavata Purana tied up in a silken
cloth ; and later on, if her wishes are fulfilled, she will make
a big present to the reader.
The following day a number of Brahmans, varying from
twelve to a hundred, are fed, or, if the husband be very rich,
the whole of the caste may be invited. The rite ends with
the repetition of the thousand names of Visnu, It should be
noted that this ' Seven-Days'-Reading' is not only employed
when a disappointed mother desires a child, but is also used
sometimes within a year after a funeral, that the spirit of the
departed may rise to Moksa easily. (Incidentally this also
guards the family from the unwelcome attentions of the new
ghost.) It is also done as a sort of insurance, when a family
is enjoying an unusual run of good luck and prosperity.
We have seen the eagerness with which a childless wife
tries to propitiate the unfriendly dead, whom she believes to
be hindering the fulfilment of her heart's desire. One reason
for that eagerness lies in the fact that, since a man's salvation
depends on his having a son to carry out his obsequies, he is
allowed to marry during the lifetime of his first wife, if after
eight years of wedded life no son is born.
With the Nagara barrenness is not attributed to the harassing
of dead ancestors.   Neither do they ever take a new wife
* during the lifetime of the fir-st.
Again, if a wife has leprosy, consumption, or any incurable
disease, or is mad, her husband may marry again. A wife can
be put away and replaced amongst the Brahmans for unfaith-
fulness,1, but she can never marry again, as they allow; no
divorce.
But of all the reasons that may lead a man to take another
wife, the most common is that first mentioned9 the desire to
1 A Nagara would never put his wife away, even for unfaithfulness.
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